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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 21, 2020. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY 
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 9:50 
a.m. 

f 

THANKING DAVID, JOSHUA, AND 
DANIEL SHIMKUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
again, this time to thank my boys, now 
young men, for their love, support, and 
understanding during my time as a 
Member of Congress. 

As I stated yesterday, when I was 
sworn in for my first term in January 
1997, David was 3 years old, Joshua was 
1 year old. In 1999, Daniel was born. 

After completing this term, I will 
have served 24 years. My sons will be 

28, 25, and 21, respectively. So their en-
tire lives have been having their dad as 
a Member of Congress. 

I always joked that, in the early 
days, the boys were packageable. In the 
district, we just packed them up and 
hauled them around. Yes, this meant 
diapers, changes of clothes, 
Lunchables. Well, you get the idea. 

Yet they had a chance to visit county 
and State fairs. They also had to sit 
through more than their fair share of 
political dinners, and, oh, the parades 
in every season and in every weather 
condition. Fruities and Tootsie Rolls 
were our chosen candy. A child can 
only eat so many. 

As they grew, they started to be in-
volved in other activities. I tried to be 
as supportive as possible. Whether it 
was recreational soccer, singing in the 
St. Louis Children’s Choirs, Suzuki vio-
lin lessons, or activities at church and 
school, I tried to pick up the slack 
where and when I could. 

I am still burdened by the events 
missed. One particular troubling time 
was missing an entire baseball season. 
David’s games were on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and in that year, we were 
either traveling to D.C., in D.C., or re-
turning home. Because of a fluke in the 
schedule, I had a chance to make a 
game, so I hopped on a plane, just to 
find out that, while I was landing, it 
was raining. 

I did help coach Joshua’s soccer team 
1 or 2 years. Sometimes I was that good 
example and sometimes I was not. 

I cheered loudly and supportably for 
Daniel. Sometimes I was that good ex-
ample in the stands and sometimes 
not. I think my problem was trying to 
make up for missed time, becoming too 
engaged in their competitions. 

Having one type A parent is chal-
lenging, but having two can be over-
whelming. You have to ask my sons 
how they perceived their father. To me, 
they continued to be supportive and 
knew that I was making every effort to 

share in their life activities. This is 
something that I try to do even today, 
much to their chagrin. 

David now works for a major utility 
as a computer programmer. Joshua is 
here on the Hill after a stint in the 
Peace Corps. Daniel is attending a 
major university closer to home. We 
check in frequently and continue to 
have each other’s backs. 

The boys, now young men, continue 
to be close and also check in with each 
other. They probably spend much of 
their time talking about their parents. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to publicly 
thank them for their support over the 
years. I want to apologize for the times 
that I placed work over family and ask 
their forgiveness. 

I am very proud of them. 
f 

PEACEFUL PROTEST IS THE BEST 
PROTEST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise. 

I rise here in the House of Represent-
atives because many persons made 
great sacrifices so that I would have 
this opportunity to stand and speak 
today. 

Many of these persons were the per-
sons who protested. They faced Bull 
Connor’s dogs and Jim Crow’s laws. 
They know what a billy club hurts 
like. They know what losing a loved 
one to a cause feels like. These were 
the protestors that made it possible. 

I can only imagine what would have 
happened had the Honorable John 
Lewis, Hosea Williams, and Jimmy Lee 
Jackson, those persons who protested— 
Jimmy Lee Jackson lost his life; Rev-
erend C. T. Vivian was there on the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge—if they had as-
saulted the police, if they had con-
fronted the police and met them with 
force, would I be standing here today? 
I think not. 
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